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Introduction 
Welcome to the 96th Test Wing (96 TW) ï the United States Air Forceôs premier test and evaluation center 

for weapons, navigation/guidance systems, cyber security, and Command, Control, Communications, 

Computers, Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance (C4ISR), C-130 series aircraft and USAF 

Rotary and Tilt Wing aircraft. The 96 TW provides expert evaluation and validation of the performance of 

weapon systems throughout the design, development, acquisition, and sustainment process to ensure the 

warfighter has technologically superior, reliable, maintainable, sustainable, and safe systems available for 

use. Customers requiring Air Force SEEK EAGLE capabilities are asked to contact them directly. 

The purpose of the Customer Guide is to assist you, our customer, in requesting test or training support 

and services from the 96 TW. The term Test/Training Request will  be used throughout the guide, but it 

should be understood that it pertains to all test/training range and laboratory usage and service activities 

provided by the 96 TW. Our guide applies to all 96 TW customers wishing to utilize the Eglin ranges and 

capabilities, to include: 

¶ Department of Defense 

¶ U.S. Government Agencies (Federal, State, and Local) 

¶ U.S. Defense Contractors 

¶ Allied Foreign Governments 

¶ Private Organizations and Commercial Enterprises 

We look forward to discussing the Eglin ranges, facilities, and capabilities we have to offer. We have a 

dedicated staff of Project Engineers (PE), Project Managers (PM) and Test Engineers (TE) who will assist 

you in your planning efforts and development of your test/training requirements. Additionally, customer 

satisfaction is very important to the 96 TW and all comments, suggestions, and criticisms for improvements 

or compliments throughout your test or training experience can be conveyed to our leadership through our 

96 TW Customer Survey (see Appendix D). A customer survey will be sent out at the close out of test or 

training program or one can be requested at any time from your assigned project POC. If you require 

further subjective dialog beyond the customer survey feel free to contact the Eglin Range Operations and 

Sustainment Section (96 TW/XPO) with your valued input. 



4 

 

 

Eglin Test and Training Complex (ETTC) 
The 96 TW manages and operates the ETTC, which is designated as a Major Range and Test Facility Base 

(MRTFB) Activity under DoD Directive 3200.11. The MRTFB is the set of test installations, facilities, 

and ranges which are regarded as ñnational assets.ò These assets are sized, operated, and maintained 

primarily for Department of Defense (DoD) test and evaluation missions. The ETTC provides a national 

capability for test and evaluation of military weapon systems with 727 square miles of land area and 

approximately 100,000 square nautical miles of airspace overlying land and water ranges (Figures 1-3). 

Nearly 40 associate organizations from all branches of the military services use the Eglin ranges and base 

capabilities to conduct developmental and operational testing and facilitate training exercises. MRTFB 

ranges and facilities are also available to commercial and other users on a reimbursable basis. 

The ETTC occupies much of the Northwest Florida Panhandle east of Pensacola and a large portion of the 

Gulf of Mexico south to Key West. The Eglin Land Range includes more than 50 specific land test areas 

and sites embedded in a single contiguous land reservation adjacent to the Gulf of Mexico. Major tests on 

or above Eglin ranges involve all types of equipment to include aircraft systems, subsystems, missiles, 

guns, munitions, rockets, targets, drones, high-powered radars, unmanned aerial vehicles, and Command, 

Control, Communications, Computers, & Intelligence (C4I) systems. The ranges and overwater airspace 

combine to provide a sea-to-land transition area and a littoral environment. 

The Eglin airspace includes vast areas over land and the Gulf of Mexico. Eglin has Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA) assigned special use airspace which consists of Restricted Airspace, Military 

Operations Areas (MOAs), Air Traffic Control Assigned Airspace (ATCAAs), and Slow Routes (low 

altitude) (Figure 3). Through agreement with the FAA, Eglin manages and schedules activities in the 

airspace overlying the eastern third of the Gulf of Mexico for both test and training customers. The 

overwater range is composed of Air Force controlled warning areas and adjacent Navy controlled warning 

areas. 

A critical aspect of testing/training at the ETTC is the potential to impact our environment. The customer 

is expected to identify any known potential environmental considerations as early as possible in the 

planning process. Any previous environmental impact analysis documentation or relevant technical reports 

that aid in accomplishing Eglinôs specific environmental analysis can save a significant time and money. 

Surrounding the complex are numerous DoD installations, ranges and special use airspace that make the 

ETTC a unique DoD asset. 
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Figure 1. Eglin Test and Training Complex 
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             Figure 2. Overland Airspace 
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Figure 3. Eglin Land Test and Training Areas 

 

 

  


































